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For more information regarding our 
Child Watch program, please contact:

Child Watch Coordinator
Katie Wright
812-423-7714
DowntownYyouthservices@ymcaswin.org
Downtown YMCA

Downtown YMCA
222 NW 6th Street
Evansville, IN  47708
(812) 423-9622
www.ymcaswin.org

Our Mission:  The YMCA of Southwestern Indiana, 
Inc., following the example of Jesus Christ, responds 
to community needs by serving all people, especially 
youth, through relationships and activities that 

promote healthy spirit, mind, and body.

Our Staff
Our Staff love kids! We do an extensive 
background and reference check on each 
Child Watch attendant prior to their 
start date. In addition, we have trainings 
throughout the year so we can provide 
the best care for your child and all of our 
staff are certified in First Aid, Blood Borne 
Pathogens, Oxygen, and Infant, Child, and 
Adult CPR.

If your child is having a tough day, our staff 
will do their best to sooth them. We want 
every child’s experience to be positive and 
we are willing to work together with the 
parents to help the child’s time in Child 
Watch to be enjoyable. If a child cries 
consistently or is having a hard time for 
longer than a 15 minute period, the Y staff 
will come and get you to help assess your 
child’s needs.
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Welcome to the YMCA!
The Child Watch service is for children included 
on a family or single parent membership and is 
available while YMCA members are participating 
in activities at the Y. If a member with an 
individual membership would like to utilize Child 
Watch, they may purchase or supply a guest pass 
for a child guest at the Front Desk. We are here 
to serve your children in an atmosphere of caring, 
honesty, respect, responsibility, and faith.

Hours of Operation

Mon — Fri 8:00am —1:30pm
Mon — Thur 3:30pm —7:30pm
Saturday 8:00am —12:00pm
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Age Guidelines
Child Watch is available free of charge to members 
6 weeks - 6 years old. Child Watch limits are:

Y Staff cannot administer medication. 
Please alert staff if your child has a 
severe allergy and may require an Epipen 
or other emergency intervention. 

Please note the latest check in time is 30 
minutes prior to Child Watch closing.

Child Watch will be closed Christmas Eve.

Sign In/Out Procedure
Each time your child is dropped off, he or she 
must be signed in or scanned in completely, 
providing the first and last name of the child (or 
children) and the parent. Child Watch usage is 
not to exceed more than 4 hours total between 
the two branches per day.

Parents of children in Child Watch MUST remain 
on the YMCA properties. If you choose to 
participate in an outdoor activity, indicate this 
to the staff before leaving.

Sick Child Policy
To keep a clean and healthy environment for all 
children and staff, we ask that you do not bring your 
child to Child Watch if he or she is sick or displaying 
any signs of illness. Please do not bring children who 
have experienced a fever, rash, vomiting, or diarrhea 
within the last 24 hours. 

Child Watch employees will make the final 
determination as to whether a child is able to stay in 
the event they show any sign of illness. We have the 
right to refuse any child displaying signs of illness. 
If your child begins to display signs of illness after 
you have left him/her, we will come get you. Thank 
you for helping make the Y a safe and healthy place 
for kids. 

Children who are able to walk must wear shoes while 
in Child Watch and those who cannot walk must 
wear socks during their stay.

Food
We do not provide snacks, but you are welcome to bring a 
snack for your child. It will be made available periodically 
throughout his or her stay. We ask that you bring simple 
snacks that are easy to clean up. Due to children with 
severe allergies, absolutely no tree nut or peanut 
products are allowed in the room. Please label any snacks 
or snack containers with your child’s name. Drinks brought 
for your children must be in spill-proof cups that are 
labeled. All food should not require refrigeration or being 
heated, as staff can not accommodate these requests.

Discipline Policy
If a child misbehaves, staff will try talking to the child 
about their behavior in a positive way. If misbehavior 
continues, staff will put the child in a short time out. If a 
child is placed in time out twice or refuses time out, the 
parent/guardian will be asked to come to Child Watch to 
assist with the child. If misbehavior continues to occur in 
future visits, the Youth Member Services Coordinator will 
make a phone call to discuss the child’s behavior and a 
parent/staff conference may be necessary to come up 
with strategies for making future visits more successful. 

If a child bites another child, the parent will be notified 
immediately and must check the child out of Child Watch 
for the day (up to 2 occurrences). If a third occurrence of 
biting happens with a child, the child must take a 2-week 
break from utilizing the Child Watch program.

To help ensure the safety of all participants, each incident 
will be evaluated individually by the Youth Services 
Coordinator and could result in a warning, parent/staff 
meeting, or an immediate room suspension.


