
The Outreach Tennis Program helped 73 inner-city youth build 
character, step out of their comfort zones, and try a life-long skill.

We know the kids got a great introduction to tennis but also the 
concepts of cooperation...following rules...teamwork...the idea 
that things go better when you work together.

     - Don Martin USPTA, PTR Certified Tennis Instructor

goes beyond hitting tennis balls. We 
know the kids got a great introduction 
to tennis but also the concepts of 
cooperation with a partner, following 
rules that are new to them, teamwork 
when playing with a partner, the idea 
that things go better when you work 
together (like when we dismantled the 
courts and everyone helped put away 
the nets, balls, and rackets). I will tell 
you that even in the short amount of 
time the program took place we saw 
hand eye development which is critical 
to all sports.”

We thank individual donors 
like you and the Bussing Koch 
Foundation for providing a safe 
outlet for underserved youth during 
these critical after-school hours. The 
Outreach tennis program helped 73 
inner-city youth build character, step 
out of their comfort zones, and try a 
life-long skill.  

- Tynesha McGlown
Program Director,
YMCA Community Outreach

participant’s attitude and behavior 
during the program. All the students 
were very attentive and interested in 
learning more about tennis.

They also enjoyed working with the 
high school, college, and professional-
level tennis instructors. Professional 
USPTA certified tennis instructor, Don 
Martin, led the fall tennis program.  
He noticed an improvement in the 
students and enjoyed the opportunity 
to teach youth the basic fundamentals 
of tennis. 

Don said, “The positive side is the 
kids seemed to enjoy it and we are 
planning on continuing the program 
this winter in the gym and next spring 
outdoors again. What we see in the 
value and hopefully the long term 

SERVING
UP NEW 
EXPERIENCES

The YMCA Community Outreach 
Branch began its Outreach Tennis 
Program in 2011 in order to introduce 
tennis to underserved youth ages 
6-12 in Evansville and Warrick County 
communities.

The goal of the tennis program 
is to introduce tennis to youth who 
have not experienced the sport and to 
develop those who show interest and 
ability by providing free instruction 
during summer and after-school 
outreach programs. Their experience 
included tennis instruction but also 
nutritional education and character 
development.

In 2016, we had the opportunity 
to expand our footprint within the 
Evansville community by partnering 
LACIA (Languages And Culture In 
Action), Boonville Middle School, and 
the Boys & Girls Club of Evansville.  

Sessions were led by experienced 
and professional-level instructors as 
well as high school and college student 
players/volunteers. The older students 
had the opportunity to mentor youth 
on the importance of education and 
making good grades.  

Through consistent practice and 
reinforcement, particicpants were 
able to learn the value of hard work.  
They learned to compete, to accept 
responsibility, and the importance of 
good sportsmanship.

YMCA Program staff observed a 
level of improvement in each of the 




